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Publishing this magazine has been a real 
challenge, and personally it has been a 
journey of self-discovery and much learning.

The seed for this accessibility project (challenges 
magazine and website) was planted at a local disability 
network discussion just last year, right after celebrating   
International Day of Persons with disabilities 2006.

challenges was conceived then to be a trailblazer. 
In the following months, the concept took form and 
will continue to be shaped until our vision is realised.

At challenges, we see Disability as a Diamond. 
An uncut priceless gem, that we will polish with 
care, revealing in subsequent issues, the various 
facets of this D that is so close to our hearts.

Like the diamond cutter, our aim is not to attack, but 
to selectively bring forth the inherent brilliance that 
lies within. As the media platform for the exchange 
of knowledge and experiences in disability, we seek 
to change mindsets; to redefine perceptions of 
disability and its issues, not only amongst the public 
but also within the disability community as well.

Tourism Malaysia says ‘ To know 
Malaysia, is to love Malaysia.”

At challenges, we say, “ To know Disability 
(issues), is to understand (living with) Disability.”

So it gives me great satisfaction to to see this 
vision bear fruit today with this print issue and 
the website: www.challengesmag.com.

And we hope that you, our reader would share 
and participate with us on this exciting journey, 
where no Malaysian has ventured before.

Mary Chen
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1818-year old Clement Ooi  of Subang Jaya, is 
seldom still and always on the go. Born with 
autism, Clement is restless by nature. However, 
this restless soul has found solace and focus 
in his art. Put a pencil or paintbrush in his 
hands and Clement sits patiently, creating 
lifelike images with controlled, deliberate 
strokes. This is especially evident when he is 
working on his favourite subject – flowers.
With his innate artistic sense, Clement is able 
to recreate the glorious hues and subtle shades 
of tropical and exotic flowers like orchids, 
sunflowers or heliconias, constantly working 
with different mediums from crayons, 
watercolours to acrylics and ink.

His creativity and unique eye for detail has 
found an admirer in LOOKISS Gallery owner 
Kerk Boon Leng, who helped Clement stage his 
first public solo art exhibition at the LOOKISS 
gallery, located in Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur 
recently. On show for his exhibition entitled 
‘Unadulterated’, were more than 40 drawings 
and paintings, he did between 2003 and 2007. 

Kerk who has in his own way taken 
Clement under his wing,  says, “I look at 
his art, and I see the potential within…”

He added that ‘Unadulterated’ was chosen 
as the theme because he felt the pieces on 
display showcased the various facets of 
Clement’s personality and maturity; from the 
spontaneous pure naivety of the initial pencil 
and charcoal drawings to the confident mastery 
of strokes and form in his later art pieces.

Kerk revealed that when he showed Clement’s 
artwork to his European art critic friends, they 
echoed his own sentiments; that is, they are 
looking at fine art in the making.

As I took a stroll along the wall-
lined corridors at LOOKISS, 

framed with Clement’s artwork recently,  I 
too, could see the potential of this young 
budding artist. And I am no art critic.

It is really because you cannot ignore the raw 
talent that shines through his drawings, especially 
his painted pieces. In a way, you can see the 
development of his artistic skills, the refinement of 
his techniques between his earlier pieces and his 
current works. The childish strokes of the earlier 
years are replaced by the meticulous detail in his 
latest works. However, it is not all just techniques 
and precision, but rather his distinct individualism 
that differentiates his work from others. Kerk, in 
sharing his views about Clement’s sunflowers on 
canvas  titled ‘Inspiration’, marveled at the young 
painter’s unexpected attention to the sunflower 
seed bed. Most painters of this flower head, he 
noted, would have picked up the brilliance of the 
bright sun-drenched petals. Clement, however 
was obviously more fascinated with the inner 
structure in muted shades of brown and taupe.
It is this sense of distinct individualism that 
ultimately separates the competent artist from 
the master artist, who creates rare works of art.
To be continued >>>

Clement Ooi’s artwork can also be viewed 
online at http://www.lookissgallery.com/  

amber Chia
The Day I met

LifestyleLifestyle

By Eleanore D’Orville

restless by nature: 
Clement Ooi
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II did not expect to meet 
Amber Chia, popular model 
and actress, when I attended 
the Sakura Charity Buffet 
Luncheon held in Sunway 
University College recently.

I had just watched the movie 
Possess; so meeting the actress 
of that movie in real life, was 
an unexpected pleasure. Amber, 
not only agreed to attend the 
charity function as its special 
guest; but also took part in the 
fashion show as her personal 
contribution towards the 
charity. Students from the 
Diploma in Conventions and 
Events at Sunway University 
College had organised this 

luncheon at the School of 
Hospitality, Tourism and 
Leisure Management’s fine 
dining training restaurant at 
the College and is one of its 
best-kept culinary secrets. But 
if you know when and who to 
ask; you can actually get to taste 
the different cuisine served 
at this restaurant regularly.

On that particular day, the 
students (from January 
2006 and 2007 intakes) had 
organised this charity buffet 
luncheon in aid of Generating 
Opportunities for Learning 
Disables (GOLD), a project 
for teens with learning 
disabilities in Sunway.

The students obviously 
drew on Japanese traditions 
for inspiration, including 
loads of cherry blossoms 
everywhere and nuances of Zen 
ambience, which must have 
made special guest Yoshihide 
Tsuda, the Second Secretary 
of the Japanese Embassy’s  
Japan Information Service, 
felt very much at home.

Lunch consisted of a 
mouthwatering extravaganza 
of sushi, teppanyaki and 
all things’ Japanese. 

Professional models performed 
the opening Japanese inspired 
dance. The students also put up 
a Japanese Street-fashion show, 
followed by a traditional Yutaka 
fashion show.  The presence of 
Amber Chia onstage, looking 
lovely in the traditional 
kimono, added that perfect 
touch of glamour to the event. 

The students’ efforts in 
organising the event were 
assessed and fulfilled part of the 
course requisites. It provided a 
real event organising experience 
and stimulated more interest 
in the subject for the students.
To be continued >>>

Lifestyle

“The day I met Amber Chia, Malaysia’s 
top model and international actress.” 
Elenore D’Orville has the story.

Sweet Charity. Writer Eleanore (right) admires Amber. 
H

Learning

CHalleNgeS �st  

James Chua’s Feedback

Actually I had no idea that 
there was a journalism 
workshop for disabled people 
going on until my colleague 
and friend, Anthony Chong 
forwarded me an e-mail 
mentioning the event. He 
thought I would want to attend 
the workshop since I majored 
in journalism as part of my BA 
double-major degree.

I felt excited as I wanted to see 
how people with disabilities 
(PWDs) fitted within the 
journalism industry. When I 
did newspaper articles for my 
assignments, the hardest part 
of the job was being unable 
to ‘meet’ the interviewees 

because I could not hear on 
the phone and had to resort 
to emails to write the stories.  
Two things were foremost on 
my mind when I signed up for 
the workshop at the PJ City 
Council (MBPJ) seminar room 
in PJ New Town. Would I be 
able to enjoy the workshop 
(organised by the publisher 
of challenges magazine), 
especially if it was my maiden 
one? The other concern was 
meeting other PWDs. I had 
never been in a room with 
people with other disabilities 
except for those with deafness.

Well, I can now say 
it was fun, a real 
eye-opener and I 
enjoyed the whole 
thing, even the first 
talk which reminded 
me of my inaugural 
journalism class, 
being all eager and 
ready to take on 
the world with my 
sparkling wit only 

to be told by the lecturer in a 
most serious manner that facts 
are very important, the article 
length has to be concise and 
the points must be direct (no 
way for my creativity to be 
unleashed?). 

I am however glad that I 
decided to stick with my 
journalism major because it has 
taught me to be ‘braver’ while 
seeking out the ‘truth’ and be 
honest with my readers. 

The workshop has refreshed 
my understanding of what 
journalism entails.  
To be continued >>>

Journalism Workshop
He came, he saw, he was 
convinced. James Chua, deaf 
participant attended Challenges 
1st Journalism workshop and 
became motivated to write…

Challenging workshop: Participants during the practical writing session

Journalism talk: Participants sharing their experiences

CHALLENGES held a Journalism workshop on Sunday, 
September 23, 2007 for people with  disabilities. The half-
day workshop was held with the support of the Petaling 
Jaya City Council  (MBPJ), Local Agenda 21 Petaling Jaya, 
at one  of the seminar rooms at the headoffice in Jalan 
Yong Shook Lin, Petaling Jaya. The 14 participants com-
ing with different needs and diverse background were in-
troduced to Basics in Journalism by Daniel Chan, ex- NST 
news editor. Graphic designer Kevin Thomas added some  
colour to the session with Basic Principles in Design and 
Layout while Petra Gimbad, Sun Columnist shared her ex-
perience on writing for the media.

Photo by Sally Lim
.
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Products

which  have screens, portable 
DVD players and of course, 
there are many models of 
phones that can also be used to 
view movies.  Is this going to 
get “worse”?

In keeping with trends, 
manufacturers of assistive 
equipment have also produced  
portable MP3 devices that are 
fully accessible to the blind. In 
fact, there are now three such 
devices. This does not include  
PDAs, mobile and smart 
phones.  

Those devices are:

Bookport – product of the 
American Printing House 
http://www.aph.org/products/bp_
bro.html 

BookCourier – product of 
Springer Design 
http://bookcourier.com/ 

Victor Reader Stream  
– Product of  Humanware
http://www.humanware.
com/en-asia/products/digital_
talking_books/portable_cd_
and_flash_player/_details/id_81/
victorreader_stream.html 
To be continued>>>

Doing Things The Way “You” Do
Moses Choo provides a better understanding of 
the MP3 & 4 devices available to the blind and 
the effort made towards better living of the blind. 

Six years after the introduction 
of the Apple Iport, the trend 
has grown  extensively and 
you will find that many train 
and bus commuters actually 
have headphones plugged into 
their ears. Even the blind have 
“noticed” this.  Well, though we 
can’t actually see, most of them 
turn the volume so high that 
we actually can hear some of 
the very high-range frequency. 
Sometimes, we can even make 
up what song they are listening 
to as well. With more of the 
public having headphones 
plugged in, we have also 
noticed that the public are also 
responding slower to our calls 
of assistance, such as, when 
we need to know the number 
of a bus that had stopped for 
passengers to alight. There are 
also those who don’t respond 
at all, perhaps because they 
have not taken notice of our 
calls, or we, as blind people 
do not know how to get their 
attention. 

The future, well, it may be for 
the worse as manufacturers  
have now come up with MP4s 

MP3 and MP4 player

TThe last few years have seen 
an increase in the use of 
MP3s and MP4s. As far as 
I can remember, Apple first 
introduced their Iport Shuffle  
in October 2001.That first 
model had a low-cost design 
and hence was without a 
screen.

When I was asked to review 
such devices, I thought it was a 
bright idea and the blind could 
use it just like the seeing, or 
perhaps to put it another way, 
the sighted could use it like 
blind persons. After all, it was 
only for entertainment and you 
do not really have to choose 
which song you want but allow 
the device to play the songs at 
random. 

TThe recent 2007 Asia TRY in South Korea, 
organised by Japanese and Korean independent 
living centres and advocates, garnered a crowd of 
200 disabled and non-disabled participants from 
all over Asia, including Taiwan, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Philippines, India, Cambodia, Kazakhstan and 
of course Malaysia. 

This was a six-day demonstration campaign that 
seeks to raise awareness on barrier-free accessibility, 
transportation and promote independent living for 
all disabled persons in South Korea. 

Independent Living Dream United Network, 
comprising Chong Chin Lan, Chew Yen 
Hoong, our personal assistant, and your truly, set 
off to Seoul recently.

Due to lack of funds, we could only manage to 
include one personal assistant to accompany us, 
even though there were two of us in wheelchairs. 
It had been a hard and exhausting experience for 
Chew.  

Courtesy of Asiana Airlines, we were able to 
get air-tickets at a special rate. We embarked 
on our journey and arrived at Jungnip Centre in 
Seoul on August 27, where members from 10 
countries in Asia gathered. 

After the arrival of all participants, briefings 
were given in Japanese, Korean and English. 
There were nine courses that were spread out all 
across South Korea, at Seoul, Suwon, Incheon, 
Munsan, Yicheon, Yangpyeong, Yeoncheon, 
Chuncheon, Osan and Cheonan. These courses 
entailed 10 kilometres to 40 kilometres of 
walking per day, and not every course had 
confirmed accommodation or accessible 
washrooms along the way. 

The course that we had chosen, and which we 
were lucky to be allocated to, was at Incheon. 
Yes, this is the first place that anyone will find 
themselves at when they reach Korea, if they 
come by plane, that is.  To be continued>>>

Travel

Heng Lee Chin took on the streets of Incheon, 
Korea in the 2007 Asia TRY in Korea

� Days
in Korea in my wheelchair
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Access

at Subang parade 
By Mary Chen

One of Malaysians’ favourite 
leisure activities is going to the 
shopping malls. And I have 
to admit: I am a true-blue 
Malaysian when it comes to 
hanging out at the malls. 

It is the best place to be on 
a burning hot day. I get my 
regular dose of exercise, walking 
around its corridors. I fill my 
stomach and my senses as 
I absorb the sights, sounds 
and smells that are uniquely 
different — as shopping malls 
now take on distinct identities 
to match the visitors they target.

But how accessible are these 
public places for people with 
special needs? Are people with 
mobility, visual or hearing 
difficulties included in the 
malls’ list of valued customers? 
No matter how attractive the 
interior, patrons with special 

needs will not feel comfortable 
if they cannot move freely or 
use the amenities independently. 
 
In our quest to identify the 
top 5 most accessible shopping 
malls in Klang Valley and 
even nationwide, we are 
starting a series to highlight 
different shopping malls each 
month before we start on the 
countdown. We also invite 

readers to send in their top 
5 accessible shopping mall 
choices. We did a quick survey, 
asking several Malaysians 
with disabilities about their 
favourite shopping malls and 
ta-da,  Subang Parade came 
up as a strong contender for 
the top 5 positions. What does 
Subang Parade have to offer 
the disabled shopper? 
To be continued >>>

need for disabled-friendly 
malls: accessible lift (left) and 
walkways (above)

accessible Shopping

S

Focus

“Self-choice” “Self-determination” 
“Full participation in society” were 
the opening calls by Ms. Aiko 
Tsutsumi, our speaker for the 
Independent Living Seminar in 
Johor Bahru, on 23rd June 2007 
at Zon Regency Hotel by the Sea. 

Ms. Tsutsumi, vice-president 
of Machida Human Network 
and Ms Hiroko Akiyama, 
secretary general of the Centre 
for Independent Living, 
Hiro, are both wheelchair-
users who came all the way 
from Japan to be the speakers 
at the IL Seminar in Johor 
Bahru, jointly organised 
by the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency ( JICA), 
Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat 
Malaysia ( JKMM) and IL 
Dream United Network. 

JICA, founded in 1974, is an 
aid implementing agency that 
acts as a bridge between the 
people of Japan and developing 
countries, advancing 
international cooperation 
through the sharing of 
knowledge and experience and 
work to build a more peaceful 
and prosperous world. Since 
establishing a JICA office in 

Kuala Lumpur in 1975, JICA 
has implemented and assisted 
various projects in Malaysia. In 
2005, JICA launched a 3-year 
project in collaboration with 
Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat 
Malaysia by implementing an 
Independent Living chapter 
in Malaysia. The objective 
of the Johor Bahru seminar 
was to advocate for an equal 

society for people with 
disabilities to be social and 
economic partners in a barrier-
free community, as well as 
to establish an Independent 
Living centre in Johor Bahru. 
The seminar was attended by 
100 participants, including 
persons with disabilities 
from all over Johor state.  
To be continued >>>

Vision of Independence
The Independent Living (IL) Dream United Network held an Independent 
Living Seminar in Johor Bahru recently. Heng Lee Chin has the story.

Sharing a

barrier-free: Living Independently
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Yoga and Disability
Yoga benefits everyone. It doesn’t discriminate along the 
lines of age, gender or even physical condition. There are 
no real physical or mental requirements to practising yoga.

Travel

to a much wider range of practitioners, 
including people living with disabilities. 

In 1998, Sanford began to share the results 
of their work in an adaptive class for people  
living with disabilities at the Courage Centre, a 
leading rehabilitation centre located in Golden 
Valley, Minnesota. Since then, he has become 
a pioneer in adapting yoga for people living 
with disabilities. “We all live on a continuum of 
abilities and disabilities,” he says. “The principles 
of yoga apply to all people, to all bodies.”

Sanford also conducts seminars, workshops, 
and consultation to rehabilitation 
professionals and yoga teachers alike 
through Mind Body Solution.

Mind Body Solution is a non-profit  
organisation established to bring the practical 
message of mind-body integration into the 
community through outreach programmes, 
yoga classes, and speaking engagements 
to people of all ages and backgrounds. 
 
The work at Mind Body Solutions revolves 
around a simple idea: minds and bodies work  
better together.

MMatthew Sanford is a yoga teacher. He teaches  
people with disabilities on the process of 
mind-body integration. You might say that, 
for the last 27 years, he has been on a practical 
exploration of the mind-body  relationship; from 
the age of 13 when he survived a car accident 
that took the lives of his father and sister and 
left him paralysed from the chest down.  

Today, Sanford believes in teaching yoga to 
people of all abilities, both at his non- 
profit yoga studio in Minnesota, USA and on 
roadshows promoting yoga and disabilities 
nationwide in the USA. Sanford began studying 
Iyengar yoga with yoga guru Jo Zukovich in 
1991 in his hometown in Minnesota. Iyengar 
yoga, with its precise attention to alignment 
and innovative use of props within each 
individual pose, has made yoga accessible 

gaRDNeR & WIFe THeaTRe  
accessibility services & policy: 

30 minutes before show time, Gardner 
& Wife Theatre ushers are available 
to assist patrons with disabilities 
from the lobby to their seats or the 
wheelchair-accessible doorway.

Specially priced tickets are available to 
those holding Kad OKU.  You are allowed 
to purchase up to two (2) tickets at 
half-price. Parking spaces for persons 
with disabilities are available at Bangsar 
Shopping Centre on a first-come, 
first-served basis for vehicles bearing 
valid handicapped parking stickers.

The puppets are coming!
Aesop and his amazing friends are coming to Kuala Lumpur this December! And he’s bringing his pet dog 
Moral, too! Noted author and master puppeteer Jim West has charmed his way into the hearts of children 
and adults alike for over 15 years. Audiences are encouraged to use their imagination as Jim breathes life 
into some of the world’s oldest and most beloved fables. With the help of Aesop himself (and his faithful dog, 
Moral), Jim will share exciting tales of “The Lion and the Mouse”, “The Tortoise and the Hare”, “The Fox and 
the Grapes” and others – all told with large-scale puppetry and the music of Scarlatti, Beethoven and Chopin! 

The puppets are Coming! 

Puppetry workshops with Jim West are 
available. Call (03) 2273 1398 for details. 
SHOW TIMES IN DECEMBER, 2007: Thu, 
Fri, Sat 10am | Sun 11am | Sat & Sun 
2pm. Sign language interpretation by 
Samuel Chew available at the 2 PM 
performance on December 8 only. 
TICKETS RM42, RM64.  
Reduced rates for groups.
VENUE The Actors Studio @ Bangsar 
Shopping Centre Level 3, Bangsar  
Shopping Centre, 59000 Kuala Lumpur

about Jim West
Jim West graduated from Otterbein College with a degree 
in Drama and he continued his studies in New York at the 
Herbert Bergh of Studio and at Parsons School of Design. 
He developed and performed the shadow puppets for the 
Metropolitan  Opera’s production of Manon and has appeared 
on US television programme “Mr Rogers’ Neighborhood”, 
introducing Fred Rogers and countless children to the art of 
creating hand shadows. For many years, Jim worked with award-
winning puppeteer Marshall Izen. Together, Jim & Marshall 
co-authored Why The Willow Weeps, a Doubleday picture book, 
and won the Parents Choice Award for The Dog who Sang at 
the Opera, a picture book for Harry Abrams Publishers. For over 
20 years, Jim has performed before hundreds of thousands of 
children. His current repertoire includes Aesop’s Fables, Animal 
Crackers, Mozart, Monsters & Matisse, Pop-Ups, Puppets & 
Parades, Dinosaurs!, and his newest creation, Aesop’s Fables II.     

Entertainment

all together now: Yoga is for everyone!

Check out their website at:
http://www.mindbodysolutions-mn.org/index.html

In Malaysian Sign language
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Vision

To be the Media with a Heart
Our Vision:

challenges is Malaysia’s first cross-disability 
lifestyle magazine targeting people with disabilities, 
(including people with chronic diseases at risk of 
developing disabilities), as well as their families, carers, 
service providers and supporting professionals.

This full-colour monthly magazine is contemporary 
and conversational in look and appeal with material 
focusing  on the three main areas of prevention, 
management and living with Disabilities.

Each edition of challenges carries inspiring 
interviews, real-life stories and shared experiences 
by writers with disabilities on topics such as life and 
style, accessible leisure  activities, barrier-free travel 
and transportation, health and rehabilitation, universal 
access and product reviews, articles on education and 
youth, employment and work/life balance as well as 
disability-related events and personality profiles.

Our aim is to promote the concept of a 
“parallel lifestyle” for Persons with Disabilities 
(PWDs) in their communities.

Take, for example, eating out. Instead of demanding 
all eating outlets redo their places to accommodate 
PWDs, and wait in vain; we will seek out places that 
are already doing it and highlight their services/
premises on the website and in the magazine. 
Likewise shopping complexes, and all public 
places offering daily needs/lifestyle services. 

By encouraging PWDs and their network of supporters to 
patronise these places; our message is two-fold:  

To PWDS, family members and supporters, 
we say - You can have a life now; enjoy a 
meal out or a day out with your friends and 
family at places that are accessible for you. 
To the service providers , we say 
“It pays to support PWDS.”

Launching  challenges this month is especially 
significant because it was conceived exactly a year ago.

During a disability network discussion on 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

•

•

Our Mission:
To change Mindsets and Create 
Choices with comprehensive media 
coverage on prevention, management 
and life with Disabilities.

2006, I wondered aloud about the significance 
of this Day to Malaysians with Disabilities.
It seemed to be a day when we dust it off the shelf, 
and store it again after its one-week celebration.
But year in and year out , we were facing 
the same issues in disability 

As parents of special children, we watch them grow, 
disabled not by their conditions but by barriers in their 
environment and lack of appropriate facilities and services.

Time waits for no man and we really cannot 
afford to sit and wait for the right support 
system to be in place, as our children grow.

But why must Malaysians with Disabilities wait to 
live a normal life like everyone else around them.  
They just want to have an education, have fun, fall 
in love, have a career, have a family and really, all the 
daily experiences of Living Life with a Capital L.

It’s their right to have a Life - Now!

And CHALLENGES will be the platform for 
all Malaysians with, or involved in, Disability to 
share experiences, and support one another.  

By sharing experiences, we not only bring the public 
into our special world; but we may also help another 
person with the same need to move forward.

If you have information and resources  on 
any disability issue or are a service /product 
provider: we want to hear from you.

Fax us at 603-78737030
Or email: CHALLENGESquery@gmail.com

James Chua, 2� is a sub-editor with 
a publishing firm. I have always been of 
the view that we are all unique individu-
als in spite of our diverse disabilities and 
we should make lemonade when lemons 
get thrown at us (I use quite a lot of 
lemon juice in my salad dressing!). 

Being hearing-impaired in both ears and 
somewhat blind in one eye has not stopped 
me from being a noisy, curious though 
tad abit shy talker (just think of me as a 
inquisitive squirrel) who loves classical, jazz 
and pop music and can be found either up 
to the neck with a thick book or catching up 
on sleep over the weekend. One of my goals 
is to continually hone my writing skills and 
for this, I am very glad to be associated with 
CHALLENGES as it has offered me oppor-
tunities to put into practise my university 
journalism training during covering of events 
and meeting up with extraordinarily-talented 
disabled people. Through my articles, I hope 
to offer the reader a better understanding 
of why it means so much to disabled people 
to be able to attend events and expand 
their social circles as well as bringing 
more awareness to disability issues. It is 
also my desire to reach out to readers who 
have big dreams and need mutual sup-
port in realising them (believe me, a little 
encouragement goes a long way!). If you 
ever need a listening ear or someone to 
cheer you up on a lousy day or even want 
to correct my point of view in my articles, 
buzz me at jamezz_me@yahoo.com and we 
will make some fine lemonade together!
 
Cheryl Mohan, 2� 
Cheryl Mohan has just graduated from 
Monash University Malaysia (Bachelor of Arts, 
double major in Communications and Writ-
ing).  She is currently a freelance writer for 

CHALLENGES and PEAK Magazine. Cheryl has 
been living with cerebral palsy since birth, 
and moves around with a mobility walker.
 
Bathmavathi Krishnan, 53
An ex-librarian with the University Malaya 
library for 25 years, Bathma now works 
from home as a freelance writer and 
translator. She sustained spinal injury after 
a car accident three weeks before her 21st 
birthday. A disability advocate, Bathma 
entered the 1st Malaysian Ms Wheelchair 
Contest in 2004 at the age of 50 as she felt 
beauty is more than physical perfection.

Moses Choo is assistant Executive 
Director of the National Council for the 
Blind, Malaysia. Having quit his job in the 
corporate sector to help promote the 
cause of disability in Malaysia, Choo is 
keen to see more PWDs gainfully em-
ployed. A well-known techie, he is con-
stantly exploring devices and solutions 
to improve communication and promote 
quality life amongst the blind community.
 
Susanna Chung
My birth date is on February 2, 1963. I only 
spent 8 months i my mother’s womb.  I have 
athetoid cerebral palsy and I never went to 
school. However, my mom taught me how 
to read in Malay at age 11 when I was able 
to sit up properly and within a month, I was 
able to read a whole book by myself.  I read 
all of my siblings’ schoolbooks and library 
books; History, Geography and Science are 
among my favorite subjects, except for 
Maths which I can understand only a bit. I 
have  wide-ranging interests and never stop 
learning. I like listening to various types of 
music and traveling when I can afford it. 
I don’t have a real job but try to earn an 
income by writing.  I also make pictorial 

CHalleNgeS Contributors
poems which I print out for sale. I have 
written and published 2 books so far.

Eleanore D’Orville
Eleanore D’Orville, 25,  describes herself as
a “Person with Learning Disability, 
with Global Developmental Delay, and 
Speech Delay, meaning whatever I 
learnt will emerge ten years later”. 
This young lady has strong views of life 
and disability, loves Harry Potter and 
is a  great fan of Manchester United.

Heng lee Chin, 27 is an accom-
plished pianist who participated in the 
“No. 1 Piano Paralympic in Japan,” the first 
Piano Paralympics held in Tokyo, Japan 
during January, 2005.  Born with brit-
tle bones, or Osteogenesis Imperfecta, 
wheelchair user Heng dreams of the day 
when Johor Bahru is truly accessible 
for people with disabilities (PWDs). Heng 
hopes to set up a Independent Living 
centre in Jobor Bahru for all PWDs.

Dr Scott Rains
Dr. Scott Rains is former Scholar in Resi-
dence of the Center for Cultural Studies, 
University of California Santa Cruz and 
currently ZeroDivide Fellow of the Com-
munity Technology Foundation of California. 
He writes daily on travel, disability, and 
Universal Design at www.RollingRains.com 
and bi-weekly for [with]tv at http://withtv.
typepad.com/weblog/travel/. His writing 
has also appeared in disability lifestyle 
publications New Mobility, Emerging 
Horizons, Suite101, Turismo Polibea, eTur 
Brasil, eBility, Contours, Audacity, Review 
of Disability Studies, Disability Studies 
Quarterly, and the tourism marketing 
anthology, Tips from the T-List. Dr. Rains 
may be reached at srains@oco.net.

GET INVOLVED. Be our partner in our Disability Equality Promotion Programme.
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